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SJS Geography Concepts 

Concept 1 

Place: This refers to more than just a set of geographical coordinates; it encompasses the unique qualities that define 

an area, including its landscapes, communities, and diversity. These elements, both physical and human, contribute 

to what makes a place distinct. Whether it's the bustling urban environment of a city or the tranquil appeal of the 

countryside, the surrounding environment plays a crucial role in shaping a place's character. Communities often 

emerge from shared experiences linked to specific locations. Diversity highlights the individuality of each place, from 

its atmosphere to its size, type, and geographical position. Understanding 'place' requires an appreciation of these 

varied characteristics and their interplay. 

Concept 2 

Space: "Space" underpins several key geographic concepts such as location, distribution, pattern, interaction, and 

distance. Location specifies where objects or phenomena are situated, whether they are natural features like 

mountains or human-made structures like cities. Distribution relates to how features are spread across a space, while 

pattern looks at the recurring or differing arrangements of these distributions. Interaction explores how different 

elements within a space, like information, goods, and people, connect and impact each other. Distance measures 

the physical separation between entities. Understanding 'space' involves analysing these concepts and how they 

manifest in various physical and human geographic contexts. 

Concept 3 

Scale: This concept addresses the extent or scope of geographical features, ranging from local to regional, national, 

international, and global levels. It helps students make connections between geographic issues and processes across 

these different scales. Additionally, scale aids in understanding how various geographic concepts are interrelated 

across different levels. 

“Geography explains the past, 

illuminates the present & prepares us for 

the future. What could be more 

important than that?” 

Michael Palin  
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Concept 4 

Interdependence: “Interdependence” highlights the crucial connections between people, places, environments, and 

processes. It emphasizes that changes or events in one area can have ripple effects on distant locations. This concept 

helps students understand the complex relationships that shape the global environment. 

Concept 5 

Physical and Human Geography: This concept involves studying the natural and societal forces that shape our 

world. Physical geography includes phenomena such as weather patterns and landform creation, while human 

geography examines activities like urban development and farming practices that impact the environment. Students 

learn that these two types of processes are interconnected and have a reciprocal influence on one another. 

Concept 6 

Environmental Impact and Sustainable Development: "Environmental Impact and Sustainable Development" 

explores the interactions between human activities and the natural world. Students assess how human actions affect 

ecosystems and contribute to environmental changes on both local and global scales. They also consider the 

importance of using resources sustainably to balance current needs with the requirements of future generations. 

Concept 7 

Cultural Awareness and Diversity: The final geographical concept shows how Geography, a discipline that 

showcases a world full of diverse cultures and landscapes, should be fundamentally rooted in the concept of 

diversity. Embracing diversity in geography helps challenge stereotypes, break down prevailing narratives, enhance 

the representation of various places and peoples, and enable students from all backgrounds to cultivate a nuanced 

understanding of the world and their own role within it. 

 


